
Art Deco is an art movement that swept across the 
world rapidly between the 1920s and 1940s, it was 
an evolving style that cannot be defined to certain 
years. Originating in Paris, France in the beginning 
of the 1920s, the style broke through previous 
design movements trying to be modern. It was one 
of the few movements that affect all aspects of 
creativity from architecture to film to fashion, it 
was everywhere. It was the movement that was 
first to be commercially produced, highlighting the 
use of the machine within industry again. It was a 
movement of glamour and sophistication especially 
across the United States.

One influential designer during Art Deco was A.M 
Cassandre who was referred to at times as the 
‘unparalleled leader’. As a painter, theatre designer 
and typographer Cassandre was cross disciplined 
but during this art movement he was foremost a 
poster designers. His work was simplistic with the 
typography being one of the main focuses within 
his work. He also created many typeface which are 
highly associated with Art Deco including Bifur, 
Acier Noir and Peigont. He believed that without 
the all the floral detailing the message was sharper. 
He was one of a few designers that paved the way 
for ‘graphic design’ rather than ‘graphic arts’.

Typography was heavily used throughout Art Deco, 
especially within advertising and poster design. 
As the movement was influenced by geometric 
patterns the letterforms were also geometric. The 
typography was often ornate, fun and sometimes 
even playful, with a few designers using type as 
image. Most often type was set in all capitals to 
have an impact on the design. Typefaces such as 
Bifur, Acier Noir, and Broadway have vertical lines 
to be decorative or a mixture of thick strokes with 
thinner filler lines.
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